IPNA Assistant Secretaries Meeting April 4-5 2008

Present:

I Salusky, F Kaskel, HW Schapner, HK Yap, G Reusz, N Orta Sibu, W. Wong, F Eke, C Holmberg, K Phadke, T Igarashi, A Portale, R Mak, M Baum, J Hunter(visitor)

1. Presentation by Dennis Koogod from Da Vita

“Bridge of Life” presentation.  – developing paediatric dialysis programmes in developing countries, mainly in South America, India and central America.  Helping local medical and nursing staff to gain clinical experience in dialysing children.  

Website  www.bridgeoflifemm.org

2.Minutes of Budapest Meeting 

See attached

3. Financial Report –HK Yap

Dr Yap reported that financial state of IPNA is good health but pointed out the ongoing activities such as teaching course, fellowship programmes and website development will have significant effect on the account which presently stands at approximately $800, 000US

4. Final report for IPNA 2007- Budapest –G. Reusz

1015 registrants from over 70 countries with 88 travel grants awarded. Questions relating to the eligibility of the grants were asked – age limit, differing amounts to different regions and how they were to used – registration versus travel.  G Reusz indicated that it was difficult to obtain high level sponsorship in Hungary with even from large biomedical companies. In the end just over € 200,000 was obtained through sponsors.  The meeting made a modest profit of €15463.  

A small booklet of people and events during the Budapest Congress was produced celebrating the 14th IPNA Congress.

5. Fellowship Programme – Portale

Committee consists of Mignon McCulloch, Aysin Bakkaloglu and Yong Choi

To date 84 applicants with 63 having being approved and 17 rejected. 47 have graduated from the programme.  Most common reason for rejection was significant prior experience in nephrology. Two fellows left training early after 1 and 3 months.  Most of the trainees are from India.  IPNA encourages trainees to train at sites within their region. 

On average there are 16 applicants per year with 12 per year being approved.

The stipend from IPNA covers travel to and from the training site. After completing the 12 month training, the graduating fellow receives a certificate from IPNA, a copy of the textbook Pediatric Nephrology and support to attend one regional paediatric nephrology meeting.

Further discussion included advertising the programme more widely, the application procedure, increasing enrolment, a standardised curriculum and training reports. The possibility fellowships to support advanced training and research was also discussed. It was acknowledged that these activities would require greater financial support of the organisation.  .

6. Teaching courses –R Mak

Committee members- P Cochat, Felicia Eke, Michelle Lopez, Robert Mak, Alexey Tsugin and H Kim Yap.

Principles underpinning the courses – 1) facilitate global education, 2) encourage cross cultural exchange, 3)distribute evidenced based guidelines, 4)promote ethical standards of practice, 5)promote research principles 6) promote publication of clinical experience

So far course have been held in Beijing, Panama, Brazil, Vietnam.

Requirements for training centres and applications for teaching course can be found on the website

7. IPNA- Baxter Training Programme, Children’s Medical Institute, National University Hospital of Singapore - HK Yap

IPNA and Baxter provide 50% each sponsorship.  The programme is its 6th year. It is open to all doctors under age 40 years who are working in hospitals caring for children with kidney disease. 5 fellows have been through the programme.

8. Relationship with ISN.

I Salusky spoke of closer ties with ISN to ensure that meeting do not clash and objectives are similar.

9. Growth Symposium 2009, Spain

The next IPNA sponsored Growth Symposium will be Olivedio, Spain 27-30 May 2009

A council meeting will be held at the meeting

10. Website development

Jane Hunter of CMG publishing group spoke to council regarding how her company CMG could help with IPNA website development. Focal point of the website will be the society. Content of the website will include

Society News and information

important educational and teaching features , 

guidelines, research protocols

conference calender

Pediatric Nephrology textbook

The Journal

Some council members cautioned the ongoing cost of website maintenance to the society. A number of mock ups were presented to council.  Ms Hunter was given a brief on what the council wanted for its website. She has undertaken to adopt the recommendations from council and represent them at the next council meeting in Bangkok 08/08

11. IPNA Congress 2013 _ New York, Aug 29- Sep 2, 2010

Frederick Kaskel 2013 Congress President reported to council on progress of the 2013 meeting. There will be a pre meeting symposium on hypertension on afternoon of 29 August followed by a reception. The meeting will commence on Monday 30 August and finish at lunch on Thursday Sep 2.

12. History of IPNA

Aaron Friedman spoke to council of efforts to collect and collate historical information on the beginnings of IPNA.  Prof Leon Fine who has been involved with the history of the ISN spoke of his experience in working to document the ISN history.

